
Introducing … Sean Creighton 
 

Tell us about yourself 

My wife Ann and I have lived in Norbury since 

2011. Before that we were in N. Mitcham 

from January 1995, and before that from the 

early 1970s  in Wandsworth Town Centre.  

Until I retired in 2012,  I worked mainly in the 

community and voluntary sector either as an 

employed or freelance administrator. I’ve 

worked as a Committee Secretary, in social 

policy and in history information and 

research across welfare rights, anti-poverty, 

housing environment, policing and crime, 

community action and buildings, planning 

and regeneration, local economy and anti-

racism. I have also been active in a range of 

community and voluntary organisations in 

the areas I have lived.  

“I grew up with an understanding that 

British history was very partisan and 

distorted,  ignoring a wide range of  

‘hidden history’ and ‘history from below’” 

How did you start doing local  history talks?  

My involvement in local history began as a 

result of Ann organising an exhibition and 

event about Battersea and the General Strike 

for the 50th Anniversary. 

What are your main historical interests?   

I grew up with an understanding that British 

history was very partisan and distorted 

ignoring a wide range of what is called 

‘hidden history’ and ‘history from below’. I 

have a history degree from Sheffield 

University. Over the years I have built up a 

wide range of historical interests: the local 

histories of the London Boroughs of Croydon, 

Lambeth, Merton, Sutton and Wandsworth,  

mutuality, labour movement, campaigns for 

democracy, slavery and abolition (especially 

in North East), roller skating, the political use 

of song, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, Paul 

Robeson,  John Archer, British Black  & Asian 

History,  African American Liberationists, 

British/Canadian black history connections, 

the long-18thC (inc. the orange trade), and 

North East popular politics. 

  

Do you have any favourite guided walks?  

I enjoy them all, but my favourites are the 

ones in Battersea, Wandsworth Town, Nine 

Elms, Kennington & Vauxhall, Covent 

Garden/Strand, and those I’ve done for  

Durham University. 

 

What do you do apart from talks?  

Quite a lot! I share information, including 

through blog postings, advise other 

researchers by email and on phone and 

publish pamphlets.  I’m also the co-ordinator 

of the Samuel Coleridge-Taylor & Croydon 

Radical History Networks, and the Croydon 

local authors group, and editor of the North 

East Popular Politics database 

DLHG: Thanks for an interesting interview.  I 

hope we can book you for a live talk next 

year 

Sean can be contacted on 

sean.creighton1947@btinternet.com  


