
Introducing: Christophe Bull 

Tell us a bit about yourself 

 I live in Chalk, near Gravesend.  I am a family man, 

with  a great passion for local, & indeed all, history.  

I took the opportunity to record my parents’ lives as 

they lived as young adults during World War Two 

and my mother lived during the Nazi period and 

remembers them coming to power and the 

problems that caused for our family – the worst of 

all was losing her homeland to the Russian advance 

in 1945, something not well known in the UK 

generally. I give talks to schools on the German side 

of things in First World War and what it was like to 

live under the Nazis as schools in England are very 

one sided and extremely poor at teaching WWII 

outside of comfortable clichés. I believe history is 

about waking people up and telling them 

something beyond roses around cottage doors and 

Winston Churchill. 

 

I worked for Kent County Council’s public library 

services as Local Studies Librarian at Gravesend & 

Reference Librarian at Dartford. As part of my 

degree I studied English Local History for2 years. 

What are your main historical interests? 

Kent & Germany. Because of my background, I 

particularly like to know about German colonies 

1884-1918. Science,  inventions, architecture, art, 

music  & literature  also all interest me.  

How did you start doing local  talks? 

I have done talks since the 1970s when I was still at 

school & later at college. Illustrated talks began in  

the late 1970s & particularly since the 1980s 

I became really interested in local history in 1972 

when still at school & joined a couple of local 

societies where I discovered a whole room filled 

with people who thought like I did - wonderful! 

My talks and tours are lively…. I am not here 
as a sleep therapist 

Which  talks do  you enjoy giving most? 

Each talk is a unique event-sometimes they go 

better than others for mysterious reasons. I try to 

put humour and a sense of drama into my 

presentations and aim to provide talks at the 

appropriate level for my audience (something that 

is not always obvious).  I remember giving my 

”Kaiser’s War” talk to a society specialising in WWI 

but  everything I thought they would know  they did 

not; they also only knew British clichés and were 

clueless as to any other nations’ experiences.  

My talk on Kentish libraries may sound dull but is  

anything but: full of stories that show people  at 

their best &  worst. 

What has your experience of Zoom been like? 

Zoom is fine if there is no practical alternative. My 

speaking to Dorking for instance is only practical via 

Zoom, the costs of an actual visit would be too 

prohibitive. 

 I liken Zoom talks as a speaker to standing there 

with a paper bag over their head. I have very little 

idea of how the talk is going because I cannot see 

many people.  When presenting with Zoom, you get 

very little immediate feedback – and feedback is 

important to me.  

What do you offer apart from talks/lectures? 

I also do guided walks. I used to doe school sessions and 

I have written many booklets, books and articles, mostly 

about  Gravesend , Dartford and surrounding areas.  My 

talks and tours are lively, I put a lot of energy into them, 

I am not here as a sleep therapist.  

 

 


