
Introducing: Professor Anne Anderson FSA 

Tell us a bit about yourself. 

Having been on my first archaeological dig aged 

thirteen, I opted to read Archaeological Studies at 

Leicester University, a program which included 

Ancient History and Art History.  I was soon smitten 

with Art History, especially Victorian art.  I also 

joined the local Victorian Society which aroused my 

passion for Victorian architecture and the Arts and 

Crafts Movement.   

After graduating, I soon discovered my true 

vocation was lecturing.  While working for several 

extra-mural departments (Leicester, Birmingham, 

and Warwick) I juggled looking after my two 

daughters (and several cats) and researching my 

PhD. In 1994 I joined the academic team at 

Southampton Solent University on the Fine Arts 

Valuation team.  This was a specialist degree for 

those who wanted to enter the world of 

auctioneering. Also turned my hand to organizing 

exhibitions. Beyond The Brotherhood: The Pre-

Raphaelite Legacy was staged at Southampton City 

art Gallery in 2019/2020. 

 

What are your main historical interests? 

First and foremost, the Arts and Crafts.  My PhD 

was on Mary, Countess of Lovelace, who 

renovated her estates- Ockham Park, Ashley 

Combe, Porlock & Kirkby Mallory, in 

Leicestershire- with guidance from the architects 

C.R. Ashbee and C.F.A Voysey.   Much of her work 

can still be seen.  A friend of the Pre-Raphaelite 

artist Edward Burne-Jones and the De Morgans, 

she was a remarkable woman. 

How did you start doing local history talks? 

I began my career as a speaker with the Victorian 

Society giving talks in Leicester, Birmingham & 

London.  Moving to Winchester, I have 

supported the Friends of Southampton City Art 

Gallery, the Russell-Cotes Art Gallery and 

Museum, Bournemouth and the Arts and Crafts 

Movement in Surrey. 

Which talks do you enjoy giving most? 

Local history topics…Artistic life in Chelsea, 

Surrey Arts and Crafts gardens and Peasant Arts 

in Hazelmere.  

What has your experience of Zoom been like? 

Largely positive.  My audiences have grown as you 

can watch a lecture when you want to (if its 

recorded) and in the comfort of your own home.  

No travelling! I have lectured virtually in Palma de 

Majorca and Pasadena, California.  People have 

joined my lectures from Holland, Belgium, and the 

USA. Its allowing access to new research, at little 

cost.  Downside, I miss real people! 

 

What do you offer apart from talks/lectures? 

Quite a lot! 

• On my website anne-anderson.com you 

will find info on my lectures and blogs.  

• I have a YouTube channel, “Anne 

Anderson Art and Design History”  

• I publish a newsletter - please email 

anne.anderson99@talk21.com  if you 

wish to subscribe  

• I write books.  My latest, “Art Nouveau 

Architecture” is available on Amazon: 

www.amazon.co.uk>Anne-Anderson .  

•  I am a guide for Travel Editions Art and 

History Tours: www.traveleditions.co.uk.  

Thanks very much for this Anne – very 

interesting. 
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