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Decisions, decisions - I am currently choosing
which places to visit over the 2019 Heritage open
days. I tend to go for those rarely open places
which offer a promise of awe of past events –
here’s hoping we all enjoyed them.
Meanwhile, half way through the current DLHG
year, I am hoping there is a good take up for a
school competition that we have arranged for the
current Autumn term, aimed at KS3 pupils (1114years old) to encourage their interest in local
history. We hope to share the results next year.
Gwen Wood – Chairman
Brockham Bonfire

Bonfire and Fireworks in Brockham have an
association dating back at least 156 years. From
the 1863 Brockham Annual Report on the
celebrations for the marriage of H.R.H. Prince
Albert Edward, the Prince of Wales, on March 10th
1863 to Princess Alexandra of Denmark,
Brockham celebrated with fireworks costing £213-6d and a bonfire that cost £2-8-0d. Fourteen
years later to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of
Queen Victoria in 1887 the festivities closed “with

a dance on the Green and a display of coloured
lights and rockets at 10pm, exhibited by Mr
Kempe”.
The earliest record I can find in local newspapers
regarding Guy Fawkes Celebrations in Brockham
are in 1888. However, research continues as The
Surrey Advertiser reports of the ‘old custom of
bonfires and fireworks on the Dene in Dorking in
1867’. If there was a bonfire and fireworks in
Brockham to celebrate a Royal Wedding in 1863,
my personal view is that Brockham celebrated
Guy Fawkes Night before then!
The Dorking Advertiser on 10th November 1888
reported that “the Brockham people were
favoured with an attractive display on Monday
evening in commemoration of “Guy Fawkes”. The
Brockham Bonfire Boys, with a capital supply of
torches made their appearance at seven o’clock,
magnificently arrayed in their various fancy-dress
costumes, which were elaborate to the extreme.
The procession, and the fire, was on a grander
scale than we have hitherto seen in this village
and great credit is due to the management
committee, who spared no pains in making the
whole affair a complete success”.
For Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee
Celebrations in Brockham on 20th June 1897 we
read “the day’s proceedings were brought to a
close by a Torchlight Procession round the Green
with a display of rockets, and punctually at 10
o’clock the remaining torches were thrown onto a
heap to make a small bonfire, and all the party
sang most lustily, ‘God Save the Queen’. So
ended a very happy day in the annals of
Brockham”.
On the 10th November 1900 the Dorking
Advertiser reported on “the Guy Fawkes Carnival
in Brockham and that the ‘Committee are to be
congratulated on the unqualified success which
attended their efforts’. A policeman, (that may
have been a Bonfire Boy in Fancy Dress) carried
the effigy of Dr Leyds. He was State Attorney and
State Secretary in the South African Republic
during the second Boer War. On a large placard
was the inscription ‘He bored the Boers; he’ll bore
no more’. The effigy was placed on top of the
large bonfire and was quickly consumed. The
attendance on the Green was very large and all
were much delighted with the evening’s
amusement.”
The Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser reported
on Bonfire Nights in Brockham annually between
1890 and 1910. Many of the Brockham Men who
wore fancy dress costumes are named during this
period. A further research project is to cross
reference these names with those named on our
village war memorial. Certainly, my initial position
is that several Brockham Bonfire Boys made the
ultimate sacrifice for King and Country during the
Great War. These men were remembered with a
21 ‘Gun’ salute with fireworks in Brockham in
2018.

THE NEWS OF THE ARMISTICE

November 1918 in Brockham
Celebrating Guy Fawkes Night immediately after
the War would not have been appropriate and we
lost a lot of our young men. Brockham waited until
1924 before the ‘Bonfire Carnival’ began again.
I am fortunate enough to have ‘The Minute Books’
from the early 1930’s when the format of the
Bonfire Night celebrations in Brockham became
established. Of course, the details have changed
but we still have a Procession, an effigy of Guy
Fawkes, a Firework display, Pig Roast, a large
crowd and a Bonfire.
We can read in the programme for The Royal
Silver Jubilee Celebrations of King George V, on
the 6th May 1935 that the festivities concluded
with a Firework Display at 9.30 in the evening.
As fears of a second world war grew, 1938 was to
be the last celebrations in Brockham until Bonfires
were rapidly built and lit for both VE and VJ Day
celebration in 1945.
In 1995 to celebrate VE Day +50 a bonfire was
built on Brockham Green, air raid sirens sounded
the all clear and old time music and dancing took
the village back 50 years.
Royal Celebrations have always featured as
largely in Brockham. Certainly, the Golden Jubilee
festivities in 2002 for Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II ended with a firework display. Various
Village Weekends have seen firework displays.
However, dry summer months are never ideal for
firework displays.
I often reflect on the comments made in the report
of the 1888 Brockham Bonfire “great credit is due
to the management committee, who spared no
pains in making the whole affair a complete
success”. What is important to me is that my
generation of Bonfire Boys and Girls leave the
celebrations as ‘fit for purpose in the future’.
Times have changed enormously over the last 40
years.
Proudly, we can say that over the last thirty years
we have donated over half a million pounds to
local organisations, worthy causes and local
charities. We can only do this with an army of
volunteer helpers. Many of whom give an
enormous amount of time between September
and December freely and willingly.

The country will witness more Royal Celebrations,
Jubilees and Coronations. We hope that we never
have to celebrate the end of a World War. Guy
Fawkes Night will continue to be celebrated as
long as it is socially acceptable to do so.
Brockham will continue to lead the way in Event
Management providing we can attract sufficient
volunteers who are willing to embrace the
responsibility both personally and as part of a
very large team. Finally, we need to ensure we
have the respect of the Village, the Emergency
Services, Mole Valley District Council and our
Insurance Company, local landowners, our
families and the many thousands of people who
come to Brockham to experience the magic of a
bygone age, in safety.
Tony Hines MBE
Autumn Programme
The programme for the next six months is
enclosed with this mailing.
John Patterson is our Meetings Organiser
If you know of any speakers that you feel would
make an interesting evening please let John know
by contacting him on
01306888401 or jhp3660@yahoo.co.uk

Subscriptions
Subscriptions are due on the first of January each
year. Paying by standing order cuts down on our
work considerably. It also eliminates the member
having to remember to make out a cheque on the
first of January.
Cheques can be sent to the Membership
Secretary at the address below.
Membership
We welcome the following new members:
Anne Davies
Tom and Carol Geddes
Chris and Ann Heaps
Tim Reynoldson
Nadine Smith
Peter Sturge, MBE
Rachael & David Stephens
Jill Benson
We learn with sadness of the demise of
member P.M.Sears and send the family our
sympathies.
To contact DLHG: email:
gwen215@btinternet.com
Dorking Local History Group,
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street, Dorking,
RH4 1BS

