100 Years of Votes for Women – a time line

The NUWSS campaigned peacefully
- Mrs Fawcett addresses a rally

NEWSLETTER
Spring 2018 No. 39
I am writing this hoping that spring really is on the
way, as of yet, it does not feel like it is! So on this
dull and rainy day it is pleasant to reflect back on
our last members’ evening where we actually had
more contributors than time allowed.
Consequently, I am hoping to be able to invite
Martin Cole to talk about his experiments with
Oak Gall Ink in a forth coming meeting, and that
we can organise a good half hour for Katie
Mackay to share with us her findings on the
history of Brockham Schools. On the evening, we
were entertained with information about the
Surrey Iron Railway from Roger Wakeford, and
enlightened about what life in the 40’s and 50’s
was like in Dorking by Colin Dawson., with Jenny
Sherlock bringing along some of her memorabilia
of that time.
Our talks in this auspicious fiftieth year have been
really entertaining and very well attended. It is
always a delight to meet and talk to members on
these evenings over ‘tea & biscuits’. It is hard to
believe that I am now into my third year on the
committee – and still learning! More importantly,
perhaps, I’m still enjoying the group’s activities,
and looking forward to the next run of talks. I
hope you are too! See you there!
Gwen Wood – Chairman
New Publications
Look out for these two new publications:
Living
Living

vi

Pixham and its

DLHG
People

Dorking Museum & Heritage
Centre
Both, or either, may be purchased from the
Dorking Museum

1818: The Vestries Act 1818- some single women
can vote in parish vestry elections
1832: Great Reform Act – exclusion of women
from the electorate.
1851: The Sheffield Female Political Association
founded; submits a petition calling for
women's suffrage to the House of Lords.
1865: John S. Mill elected as an MP showing
direct support for women's suffrage.
1867: Second Reform Act – Male franchise
extended to 2.5 million
1869: Municipal Franchise Act gives single
women ratepayers the right to vote in local
elections.
1883: Conservative Primrose League formed.This
was the first political organisation to give
women the same status and responsibilities
as men
1884: Third Reform Act – male electorate doubled
to 5 million
1889: Women’s Franchise League established.
1894: Women who owned property could vote in
local elections, become Poor Law
Guardians, act on School Boards
1897: National Union of Women's Suffrage
Societies formed
1903: Women's Social and Political Union formed
1904-1914: Militancy begins; 1907: ‘Mud March’
over 3000 women took part. Women were
admitted to the register to vote in and stand
for election to principal local authorities;
1909: Marion W Dunlop went on the first
hunger strike, released after 91 hours of
fasting; force feeding introduced; 1913:
bomb placed in David Lloyd George’s house
Pinfold Manor near Walton Heath, causing
minor damage before he moved in; 1913:
Emily Davision killed by the King’s Horse at
the Derby
4 August 1914: World War declared in Britain.
WSPU activity immediately ceased.
NUWSS activity continued peacefully – the
Birmingham branch of the organisation
continued to lobby Parliament and write
letters to MPs.
6 February 1918: The Representation of People
Act enfranchised women over the age of 30
who were either a member or married to a
member of the Local Government Register.

About 8.4 million women gained the vote.
21 November 1918: Parliament (Qualification of
Women) Act was passed, allowing women
to be elected into Parliament
1928: Women received the vote on the same
terms as men (over the age of 21)

Spring Outing to Haslemere - will take place on
Saturday, 14th April 2018, leaving at 09:00am

The day includes a visit to the museum as well as
time to look around the shops or to go on one of
Haslemere’s interesting historic walks, lunching in
the town at one of the many delightful food
outlets.
There are still places available on this trip, and if
you wish to join us please contact Katie Mackay
on 01306 888609 or: katiemackay@uwclub.net.
Financial Report of 2017
2017 Has been an exciting new venture for the
Dorking Local History Group. Subject to final
auditing, we have a surplus of £678.36 - an
increase on 2016 by £260.00.
The sales of publications have achieved £992.21.
The member’s summer outing to Goodwood
House last August was well attended. After
expenses this too produced a surplus of £105.00
which will subsidise future outings.
The History Group has benefitted from an
increase in visitors (90%) at our meetings and
has led to new signings throughout the year.
The COIF Account (Charities Commission) has
seen a small increase in value to £9557.26
(£22.23) in the 12 months.
The History Group has not yet received an invoice
from the DDPS for its contribution to costs for
insurance & audit fee’s.
Gift Aid to the value of £203.03 has been claimed
but no payment has yet been credited to our
account.
Miscellaneous expenditure of £184.00 includes
fees to the DDPS; contribution towards the New
Homes Scheme; payment to Dorking Museum for
books supplied and sold at the December
meeting; our £50 float and a Christmas gift for
the caretaker at Crossway’s.

Finally I express thanks to June Mills, who during
the past year has maintained the membership
database.
Mike Gooch, Honorary Treasurer

Surrey Local History Annual Symposium
2018

Changing Role of Women
Saturday, April 21, 2018 - 09:30 to 16:00
Surrey History Centre, Woking, GU21 6ND
The symposium will cover aspects including
women in WW1, Dame Ethel Smyth – musician
and suffragette, Surrey women’s march, the WI in
Surrey, and also look at useful sources for
historians. It is a very full and varied programme
with some excellent speakers.
£12 includes tea and coffee. Refreshments will be
available throughout the day but please bring your
own lunch.
Please book online at
www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritageevents, in person at
Surrey History Centre, or any Surrey Library or
phone 01483 518737.

____________________________________
Spring Programme
The programme for the next six months is
enclosed with this mailing. We meet at Crossways
Community Baptist Church on the first Monday of
each month – bank holidays permitting – 7:15pm
for 7:30pm.
John Patterson is our Meetings Organiser and
if you know of any speakers that you feel would
make an interesting evening please let John know
by contacting him on
01306 888401 or jhp3660@yahoo.co.uk

Subscriptions
Subscriptions are due on the first of January each
year and remain at £8 for singles and £10 for two
or more at the same address. Paying by standing
order cuts down on our work considerably. It also
eliminates the member having to remember to
make out a cheque on the first of January.
Cheques can be sent to the Membership
Secretary, June Mills, at the address below.
Membership
We welcome the following new members:
Glenn & Ruth Cornish
Jane Lilley
Peter Willows
Marie Gough
To contact DLHG: email:
gwen215@btinternet.com or Google - Dorking Local
History Group.
Or write to us: Dorking Local History Group,
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street, Dorking, RH4
1BS

