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After a complete year in this present role I am 
glad to say that I am enjoying all the Group has to 
offer as much as initially.  The committee 
continues to be brilliant and hard working.  We 
face a few changes of roles within the committee 
in the coming year, but welcome some new faces 
to the committee as well.   
Local history in this area is thriving with some 
exciting projects happening.  Collaboration with 
other interested groups proves valuable.  The 
forthcoming talks look promising with both new 
and previous speakers tackling some most 
interesting topics. 
I am looking forward to another promising year for 
DLHG – long may it exist! 

Gwen Wood – Chairman 
 
 

Financial Report 
Included with your AGM notice is a copy of the 
accounts for the calendar year 2015. At the time 
of writing they are unaudited but this should have 
been done by the time of the AGM. You will notice 
that this year we show a deficit of £226 as 
opposed to a surplus of £1049 in 2014. 
Membership income is up slightly and the income 
for Outings is more or less balanced by the cost 
of these. During 2014 we benefited from the one-
off sale of some donated books which explains 
the high figure for 2014. In 2015 the sales were 
buoyant of our own printed books, thanks largely 
to Peter Camp who has managed to get the 
books into various Dorking shops.  In addition the 
Museum sells them on our behalf, and Leith Hill 
Place has done well selling the Vaughan Williams 
Book. On the expenditure side we have reprinted 
the Membership Forms and also the ‘Deepdene’ 
book in anticipation of increased demand once 
the Hope Springs Eternal project is completed. 
Also included in the printing cost are the 
Newsletters, programme cards, Dorking History 
and AGM papers. During the year we bought and 
had set up a lap top for use by our guest 
speakers to avoid a committee member having to 
accept the risk of bringing their own. The total 
cost of this was £397.97 and shows in 

Miscellaneous. Other costs in this total include a 
payment to the New Neighbour scheme which 
delivers a membership form to all newly 
purchased houses. We have nearly £9500 on 
deposit with the Charity Commission which 
produced a meagre income of £42.61. We did 
debate whether or not to move this money into a 
managed fund but with the volatility of the market 
we decided to leave it where it is for now. Our 
thanks go again to Alan Loryman who applied for 
Gift Aid on our behalf.   
If there are any questions please do call me on 
01306 712044.   

Christine Thom Hon Treasurer. 
 

 
DORKING MUSEUM – ‘MAKING DORKING’S 
HISTORY RELEVANT TODAY’ 
Dorking Museum has been described by visitors 
as a ‘hidden gem’.  While telling the story of 
Dorking in an approachable and engaging 
manner, it also provides a valuable resource 
reaching out to the local community.  Over 
coming months, a column in the local magazine 
Vantage will feature specific themes, events and 
stories from the Museum. 

 

 
.   
With changing temporary exhibitions, there is 
always something new to see. From April, the 
next exhibition will feature paintings on the theme 
of High Street, August to September will see the 
temporary exhibition space used as an activity 
space for children and from October Dorking in 
1916 will feature. 
The Museum works with local schools, care 
homes, clubs and youth groups.  There are talks, 
walks, activities and visits, as well as resources 
for reminiscence activities and loan boxes for 
schools.  Receiving no funding from local or 
central government, it is run, staffed and funded 
entirely by volunteers, and depends on the 
modest admission fees and sales.  New 
volunteers, members, donors and donations of 
items of local interest are always welcome. 
 

Erica Chambers 
_______________________________________ 



 
Surrey Local History Annual Symposium 2016 

Saturday April 2nd 2016 
 
The theme for this year is Change and 
Continuity in Churches and Chapels in Surrey. 
The symposium will cover various aspects of 
church history and the sources they provide for 
historians.  The programme is full and varied, with 
first talk starting at 10:00am.  The day closes at 
5:00pm 
Tickets can be reserved in advance by email for 
£12 each via g.p.moss@qmul.ac.uk or purchased 
on the day for £14. 
Venue: Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall, Ashtead 
Surrey KT21 2BE 
 
 
Summer Outing to Frogmore House will take 
place on 13th August 2016 
 
Please see the enclosed details/booking form, or 
contact Katie Mackay on 01306 888609 or e-mail 
her: katiemackay@uwclub.net. 
 
 
Spring Programme 
 
The programme for the next six months is 
enclosed with this mailing. NOTE that the 
meetings will now begin at 7.30pm, and we will 
meet in the United Reform Church itself. 
John Patterson is now our Meetings Organiser  
If you know of any speakers that you feel 
would make an interesting evening please let 
John know contacting him:      
                                   jhp3660@yahoo.co.uk  
 
 
Subscriptions 
 
Subscriptions are due on the first of January each 
year and remain at £8 for singles and £10 for two 
or more at the same address. Paying by standing 
order cuts down on our work considerably. It also 
eliminates the member having to remember to 
make out a cheque on the first of January. 
 

Cheques can be sent to the Membership 
Secretary at the address below  
 
 
Membership 
We welcome the following new members: 
 

Alison Suchy                              Michael Webb 
Jim Docking                               Adria Kinloch 
Linden van Clute                       Ann Brumfit 
Mr C Nicholson                         Julia Austin 
 
It was with great sadness that we learnt of the 
death of Bob Humphreys last October.   
 

After a career in civil engineering, Bob gained a 
Doctorate at the London School of Economics.  
His chief interests were in the underprivileged in 
the Victorian period, which echoed his caring 
qualities, as evidenced for his local support for 
The Samaritans.  In 1995 the Department of 
Economic History of the LSE published his book 
‘Sin, Organised Charity and the Poor Law in 
Victorian England’. 
 

Bob was a regular volunteer steward at the 
Dorking Museum from the 1980s until shortly 
before his death.  He became a keen member of 
the Local History Group and gave talks to the 
group on several occasions from 1988 onwards.  
In 2002 he organized a group project for the 
Group which resulted in the publication of ‘Early 
Victorian Dorking’. 
 

Bob also served on the Committee and as 
Chairman of the Group and his friendly presence 
at the monthly meetings encouraged others to 
contribute to the group’s activities. He will be 
greatly missed. 
 
 

 
Committee 
 
We are pleased to welcome June Mills and Mike 
Gooch as new committee members. 
 
June was born in Dorking, grew up in Brockham 
moved to Farnham with her husband and then 
returned to Brockham with her family to care for 
her parents.  She now lives back in Dorking 
working for Carers Support Mole Valley, and feels 
she has completed a circle.  June enjoys being 
with her family, meeting friends and is a member 
of the National Trust, the local Trefoil Guild and of 
course the History Group. 
 
Mike will be familiar to many of you already as he 
regularly helps in Dorking Museum. He came to 
Dorking after finding an old school friend and 
taking early retirement. He is now married, enjoys 
the company of his extended family and describes 
himself as a ‘house husband’. His hobbies include 
amateur radio and of course local history, but also 
the history of transport 1830 -1930. He takes a 
strong interest in the needs of those with 
disabilities. 
 
 
Thank you to Barbara Evans and Roy Batchelor 
who without a fanfare quietly and efficiently 
provide refreshments at every meeting.  
 

To contact DLHG: email:  gwen215@btinternet.com 
Or write to us:   Dorking Local History Group, 

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street,  
Dorking, RH4 1BS. 
www.dlhg.org.uk. 


